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“Rhythm is the all-powerful force
that controls all music…
it is the most important thing to
understand as a music student,
as a performer, and as a teacher”

- Mr. Gordon
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Musical Math

Whole Note  =  4  Beats

Half Note  =  2  Beats

Quarter Note  =  1  Beat

Eighth Note  =  ½ Beat

Sixteenth Note  =  ¼ Beat

Whole Note Rest  =  4  Beats

Half Note Rest  =  2  Beats

Quarter Note Rest  =  1  Beat

Eighth Note Rest = ½ Beat

 Sixteenth Note Rest = ¼ Beat
 

Definition of Music  - ‘Organized Sound’
Music includes Sounds (notes)

that are either pitched or non-pitched
and Silences (rests).

Rhythms help us organize the sounds and silences
by giving each note and rest a mathematical value.

Learning to read music is like learning to read a new language.  You need to be able to recognize
the symbols that are used and understand how they relate to each other.   Right now you are 

reading a sentence that has been created using the English alphabet. (A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z)     
In music, we use symbols such as                       to create sentences, and we use our musical instruments to help us speak.

 
If you want to be able to understand and play written music, 
you will need to learn how to recognize the symbols first.

Is it possible to play music without learning how to read music?
Of course!  Just like people can learn how to speak a language without learning how to read it.  Unfortunately, being a musician 
who doesn’t know how to read music is just as frustrating, embarrassing and sad as being illiterate in your own spoken language.      
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In order to recognize and play the correct 
Rhythms (patterns) in written music, we 
only need to know two things:

1) the mathematical value of the notes / rests
is it a quarter note?  an eighth note? etc…

2) the tempo (speed) of the music
fast?  slow?  moderato?  metronome marking?

Look at the different 
parts of a note to 

determine the value.
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Reading Music

Rhythm is defined 
as the pattern of 
movement in time.

Here are a few of 
the symbols that 
are used to represent 
and create rhythm 
in written music. Here are the values of a few notes and rests
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